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DETAILED ACTION 

This is in reference to response received 31 August 2007. Claims 1-9 and 16 - 
37 are pending for examination. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments and concerns are for amended claims which have been 
responded to in response to pending amended claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 , 4 - 9, 24 - 31 and 33 - 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being vague and indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. Claims 1 , 4 - 9, 24 - 
31 and 33 - 34 are directed to a network conferencing system having an output 
electronic equipment for presenting the contents of a presentation, a plurality of 
attendant electronic equipment operated by users attending a conference, and a 
conference management server connected with the output electronic equipment 
and the attendant electronic equipment so as to transmit and receive information to 



Application/Control Number: 10/042,485 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3629 

and from the output electronic equipment and the attendant electronic equipment 
via a communication network. However, body of the claims is directed to the 
structure of attendant electronic equipment only. It is not clear whether the claimed 
invention is for the network conferencing system, or, for attendant electronic 
equipment. Also, in claim 24, applicant recites a limitation outputting the conference 
attendance request to the other attendant electronic equipment. However, outputting 
the conference attendance request to the other attendant electronic equipment is not 
tied with the claimed invention. 

Claims 2, 16 - 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
vague and indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. Claims 2, 16 - 23 are directed to a 
conference management server connected with an output electronic equipment for 
presenting the contents of a presentation and a plurality of attendant electronic 
equipment and claims the structure for each of the attendant electronic equipment 
comprising. As currently claimed, it is not clear whether the authentication and 
displaying of authenticated attendant equipment is the capability of the conference 
management server or attendant electronic equipment. 

Claims 3, 32 and 35 - 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being vague and indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. Claims 3, 32 and 35 - 37 are 
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directed to an attendant electronic equipment operated by a user attending a 
conference comprising an authentication unit for carrying out authentication of 
attendance of each electronic equipment connected to the communication network, a 
display unit for displaying, as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment with 
their attendance authenticated by the authentication unit and electronic equipment 
managed by the equipment management unit. As currently claimed, it is not clear 
whether the authentication unit of attendant electronic equipment authenticates itself 
and displays other attendant electronic equipment, or, each of the other attendant 
electronic equipment are authenticated by attendant electronic equipment. Also, 
presentation method as claimed in claims 35 - 36 presents contents of a 
presentation by transferring contents to output electronic equipment or attendant 
electronic equipment. As currently claimed, attendant electronic equipment is 
presenters unit or other attendant electronic equipment. In addition, it is not clear 
whether the contents are displayed to all attendant electronic equipment or 
authenticated attendant electronic equipment. 



Application/Control Number: 10/042,485 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3629 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 9 and 16 - 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over archived web pages of www.decisionroom.com hereinafter known as 
DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy et al. US Patent 5,999,525 and further in view 
of an article Managing Workgroups with Castle Rock SNMPc hereinafter known as 
SNMPc. 

Regarding claim 1 , as best understood by examiner, DecisionRoom teaches the 
idea a network conferencing system (meeting room on the web) having an output 
electronic equipment for presenting the contents of a presentation (user devices), a 
plurality of attendant electronic equipment operated by users attending a conference 
(user devices) [DecisionRoom, page 3, 10], and a conference management server 
connected with the output electronic equipment and the attendant electronic equipment 
so as to transmit and receive information to and from the output electronic equipment 
and the attendant electronic equipment via a communication network. DecisionRoom 
teaches: 

attendant electronic equipment to have an information input/output unit (user 
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devices have display and input devices to be able to communicate with the remote 
server over the web); 

a presentation unit for presenting the contents of a presentation by using the 
output electronic equipment (The application gives users instant access to work in 
progress. Users can post, view and comment on text, graphic, animations) 
[DecisionRoom, page 26]; 

a presentation contents browsing unit for browsing the contents of the 
presentation during a conference presented by the presentation unit of the other 
attendant electronic equipment using the output electronic equipment (The application 
gives users instant access to work in progress. Users can post, view and comment on 
text, graphic, animations) [DecisionRoom, page 26]; 

an authentication unit for carrying out authentication of attendance of each 
electronic equipment connected to the communication network, at a conference 
(DecisionRoom requires registration); 

DecisonRoom does not explicitly teach an equipment management unit for 
managing the state of each electronic equipment connected to the communication 
network. However, Krishnaswamy teaches the concept of allowing users to manage 
more aspects of a network than previously possible and control network activities 
[Krishnaswamy, summary] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom as taught by Krishnaswamy to 
provide features of network management to users. 
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DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches capability wherein the electronic 
equipment can be located in at least two separate locations; 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy does not explicitly teach a display unit 
for displaying, as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment with their 
attendance authenticated by the authentication unit and the electronic equipment 
managed by the equipment management unit. However, SNMPc a product by Castle 
Rock which was commercially available at the time of invention teaches the idea of a 
user device having capability of monitoring and managing network wherein remote 
devices are displayed on the user device represented by an icon. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches 
as taught by SNMPc to provide pictorial view of the network status. 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches: 

capability to display as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment and the 
electronic equipment managed by the equipment management unit, wherein the other 
attendant electronic equipment icons are displayed to visually identify whether each 
respective attendant electronic equipment has been authenticated by the authentication 
unit and is currently available for use by a conference participant; 

a proceedings control unit for controlling preparation of the proceedings by 
using the contents of the presentation presented by the presentation unit 
[DecisionRoom, page 26], 

wherein one of the authority to be a presenter terminal, the authority to be a 
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chairman terminal and the authority to be an attendant terminal is acquired by each 
attendant electronic equipment [DecisionRoom]. 

Regarding claim 2, as best understood by examiner, DecisionRoom teaches a 
conference management server connected with an output electronic equipment for 
presenting the contents of a presentation and a plurality of attendant electronic 
equipment via a communication network [DecisionRoom, page 3, 10, 26]. As 
responded to earlier in response to claim 1, DecisionRoom teaches attendant 
electronic equipment to have an information input/output unit (user devices have 
display and input devices to be able to communicate with the remote server over the 
web), a presentation unit for presenting the contents of a presentation by using the 
output electronic equipment equipment (The application gives users instant access to 
work in progress. Users can post, view and comment on text, graphic, animations) 
[DecisionRoom, page 26], a presentation contents browsing unit for browsing the 
contents of the presentation during a conference presented by the presentation unit 
equipment (The application gives users instant access to work in progress. Users can 
post, view and comment on text, graphic, animations) [DecisionRoom, page 26], an 
authentication unit for carrying out authentication of attendance of the other 
attendant electronic equipment at a conference (DecisionRoom requires 
registration), 

DecisonRoom does not explicitly teach an equipment management unit for 
managing the state of each electronic equipment connected to the communication 
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network. However, Krishnaswamy teaches the concept of allowing users to manage 
more aspects of a network than previously possible and control network activities 
[Krishnaswamy, summary] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom as taught by Krishnaswamy to 
provide features of network management to users. 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches capability wherein the electronic 
equipment can be located in at least two separate locations; 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy does not explicitly teach a display unit 
for displaying, as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment with their 
attendance authenticated by the authentication unit and the electronic equipment 
managed by the equipment management unit. However, SNMPc a product by Castle 
Rock which was commercially available at the time of invention teaches the idea of a 
user device having capability of monitoring and managing network wherein remote 
devices are displayed on the user device represented by an icon. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches 
as taught by SNMPc to provide pictorial view of the network status 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches: 

capability to display as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment and the 
electronic equipment managed by the equipment management unit, wherein the other 
attendant electronic equipment icons are displayed to visually identify whether each 
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respective attendant electronic equipment has been authenticated by the authentication 
unit and is currently available for use by a conference participant 

a proceedings control unit for controlling preparation of the proceedings by 
using the contents of the presentation presented by the presentation unit 
[DecisionRoom, page 26], 

wherein processing to give one of the authority to be a presenter terminal, the 
authority to be a chairman terminal, and the authority to be an attendant terminal is 
carried out on the basis of conference attendance requests from the attendant 
electronic equipment [DecisionRoom]. 

Regarding claim 3, as best understood by examiner and as responded to 
earlier, DecisionRoom teaches an attendant electronic equipment operated by a user 
attending a conference for transmitting and/or receiving information via a 
communication network to and/or from a conference management server which is 
connected with an output electronic equipment for presenting the contents of a 
presentation and which transmits and/or receives information to and/or from the 
output electronic equipment via the communication network, the attendant electronic 
equipment comprising [DecisionRoom, page 3, 10, 26]: 

DecisionRoom teaches attendant electronic equipment to include an 
information input/output unit for inputting and outputting information from and to the 
other attendant electronic equipment and the output electronic equipment via the 
conference management server unit (user devices have display and input devices to 
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be able to communicate with the remote server over the web); 

a presentation unit for presenting the contents of a presentation by using the 
output electronic equipment (The application gives users instant access to work in 
progress. Users can post, view and comment on text, graphic, animations) 
[DecisionRoom, page 26]; 

a presentation contents browsing unit for browsing the contents of the 
presentation during a conference presented by the presentation unit of the other 
attendant electronic equipment using the output electronic equipment (The application 
gives users instant access to work in progress. Users can post, view and comment on 
text, graphic, animations) [DecisionRoom, page 26]; 

an authentication unit for carrying out authentication of attendance of each 
electronic equipment connected to the communication network, at a conference 
[DecisionRoom requires registration]; 

DecisonRoom does not explicitly teach an equipment management unit for 
managing the state of each electronic equipment connected to the communication 
network. However, Krishnaswamy teaches the concept of allowing users to manage 
more aspects of a network than previously possible and control network activities 
[Krishnaswamy, summary] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom as taught by Krishnaswamy to 
provide features of network management to users 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches capability wherein the electronic 
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equipment can be located in at least two separate locations 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy does not explicitly teach a display unit 
for displaying, as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment with their 
attendance authenticated by the authentication unit and the electronic equipment 
managed by the equipment management unit. However, SNMPc a product by Castle 
Rock which was commercially available at the time of invention teaches the idea of a 
user device having capability of monitoring and managing network wherein remote 
devices are displayed on the user device represented by an icon. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches 
as taught by SNMPc to provide pictorial view of the network status. 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches: 

capability to display as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment and the 
electronic equipment managed by the equipment management unit, wherein the other 
attendant electronic equipment icons are displayed to visually identify whether each 
respective attendant electronic equipment has been authenticated by the authentication 
unit and is currently available for use by a conference participant 

a proceedings control unit for controlling preparation of the proceedings by 
using the contents of the presentation presented by the presentation unit 
[DecisionRoom, page 26], 

wherein one of the authority to be a presenter terminal, the authority to be a 
chairman terminal, and the authority to be an attendant terminal is acquired by each 
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attendant electronic equipment. 
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Regarding claim 4, as best understood by examiner and as responded to 
earlier, DecisionRoom teaches A network conferencing system having an output 
electronic equipment for presenting the contents of a presentation, a plurality of 
attendant electronic equipment operated by users attending a conference, and a 
conference management server connected with the output electronic equipment and 
the attendant electronic equipment so as to transmit and receive information to and 
from the output electronic equipment and the attendant electronic equipment, via a 
communication network [DecisionRoom, page 3, 10, 26], 

DecisionRoom teaches attendant electronic equipment to include an 
information input/output unit for inputting and outputting information from and to the 
other attendant electronic equipment and the output electronic equipment via the 
conference management server unit (user devices have display and input devices to 
be able to communicate with the remote server over the web), 

a presentation unit for presenting the contents of a presentation during a 
conference by using the output electronic equipment (The application gives users 
instant access to work in progress. Users can post, view and comment on text, graphic, 
animations) [DecisionRoom, page 26], 

a presentation contents browsing unit for browsing the contents of the 
presentation presented by the presentation unit of the other attendant (The 
application gives users instant access to work in progress. Users can post, view and 
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comment on text, graphic, animations) [DecisionRoom, page 26], an authentication unit 
for carrying out authentication of attendance of the other electronic equipment at a 
conference (DecisionRoom requires registration), 

DecisonRoom does not explicitly teach an equipment management unit for 
managing the state of each electronic equipment connected to the communication 
network. However, Krishnaswamy teaches the concept of allowing users to manage 
more aspects of a network than previously possible and control network activities 
[Krishnaswamy, summary] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom as taught by Krishnaswamy to 
provide features of network management to users 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches capability wherein the electronic 
equipment can be located in at least two separate locations 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy does not explicitly teach a display unit 
for displaying, as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment with their 
attendance authenticated by the authentication unit and the electronic equipment 
managed by the equipment management unit. However, SNMPc a product by Castle 
Rock which was commercially available at the time of invention teaches the idea of a 
user device having capability of monitoring and managing network wherein remote 
devices are displayed on the user device represented by an icon. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches 
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as taught by SNMPc to provide pictorial view of the network status. 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches: 

capability to display as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment and the 
electronic equipment managed by the equipment management unit, wherein the other 
attendant electronic equipment icons are displayed to visually identify whether each 
respective attendant electronic equipment has been authenticated by the authentication 
unit and is currently available for use by a conference participant 

a proceedings control unit for controlling preparation of the proceedings by 
using the contents of the presentation presented by the presentation unit 
[DecisionRoom, page 26], 

wherein when the authority to be a chairman terminal is provided, the 
authentication unit obtains conference attendance requests including personal data 
related to the other attendant electronic equipment from the conference 
management server and prepares attendance permission information or attendance 
non-permission information for the other attendant electronic equipment in 
accordance with the operation by the user based on the personal data 
(DecisionRoom requires user to register and log-in to use the system) 

Regarding claim 5, DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches 
capability wherein the authentication unit prepares attendance permission 
information which enables selection of icon displays of the other attendant electronic 
equipment permitted to attend the conference, and attendance non-permission 
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information which makes it impossible to select icon displays of the other attendant 
electronic equipment not permitted to attend the conference (DecisionRoom teaches 
users to be registered in a group, SNMPc teaches idea of representing user devices 
to be monitored as an icn on a console). 

Regarding claim 6, DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc 
teaches capability wherein conference attendance requests including the personal 
information to request for attendance at the conference from the other attendant 
electronic equipment are inputted to the information input/output unit via the 
conference management server, and 

the authentication unit prepares attendance permission information for 
changing the display mode of the icon displays of the other electronic equipment 
when the attendance is permitted in accordance with the operation by the user, in 
response to the conference attendance requests inputted to the information 
input/output unit (Feature on SNMPc wherein icon changes color to display the 
status of the device, for example, SNMP base product like HP OpenView displays 
icon as green when the device is in communication, and, red when the device is not 
in communication). 

Regarding claim 7, DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc 
teaches capability wherein the display unit includes icon displays of the other 
attendant electronic equipment existing in the communication network, in a first 



Application/Control Number: 10/042,485 Page 17 

Art Unit: 3629 

screen area, and includes icon displays of the other attendant electronic equipment 
existing outside the communication network, in a second screen area (applicant is 
claiming granularity of icons to be monitored as their claimed invention). 

Regarding claim 8, as responded to earlier, DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches capability wherein the display unit displays 
location attribute information indicating the presence of each of the electronic 
equipment in the communication network, in the first screen area, and displays 
location attribute information indicating the presence of each of the electronic 
equipment outside the communication network, in the second screen area (applicant 
is claiming granularity of icons to be monitored as their claimed invention). 

Regarding claim 9, as responded to earlier, DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches capability wherein conference leaving requests to 
request leaving the conference from the other attendant electronic equipment are 
input to the information input/output unit via the conference management server 
(applicant is claiming logging out of a conference as their claimed invention), and 

the display unit changes the display mode of icon displays related to the other 
attendant electronic equipment which output the conference leaving requests, in 
response to the conference leaving requests input to the information input/output unit 
(SNMPc teaches this limitation). 
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Regarding claim 16, as best understood by examiner and as responded to 
earlier, DecisionRoom a conference management server connected with an output 
electronic equipment for presenting the contents of a presentation and a plurality of 
attendant electronic equipment via a communication network, each of the attendant 
electronic equipment comprising an information input/output unit for inputting and 
outputting information from and to the other attendant electronic equipment and the 
output electronic equipment via the communication network, a presentation unit for 
presenting the contents of the presentation by using the output electronic equipment, 
a presentation contents browsing unit for browsing the contents of the presentation 
during a conference presented by the presentation unit of the other attendant 
electronic equipment using the output electronic equipment, an authentication unit 
for carrying out authentication of attendance of the other attendant electronic 
equipment at a conference, 

DecisonRoom does not explicitly teach an equipment management unit for 
managing the state of each electronic equipment connected to the communication 
network. However, Krishnaswamy teaches the concept of allowing users to manage 
more aspects of a network than previously possible and control network activities 
[Krishnaswamy, summary] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom as taught by Krishnaswamy to 
provide features of network management to users 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches capability wherein the electronic 
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equipment can be located in at least two separate 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy does not explicitly teach a display unit 
for displaying, as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment with their 
attendance authenticated by the authentication unit and the electronic equipment 
managed by the equipment management unit. However, SNMPc a product by Castle 
Rock which was commercially available at the time of invention teaches the idea of a 
user device having capability of monitoring and managing network wherein remote 
devices are displayed on the user device represented by an icon. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches 
as taught by SNMPc to provide pictorial view of the network status. 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches: 

capability to display as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment and the 
electronic equipment managed by the equipment management unit, wherein the other 
attendant electronic equipment icons are displayed to visually identify whether each 
respective attendant electronic equipment has been authenticated by the authentication 
unit and is currently available for use by a conference participant 

a proceedings control unit for controlling preparation of the proceedings by 
using the contents of the presentation presented by the presentation unit 
[DecisionRoom, page 26], 

conference management server to include means for outputting a conference 
attendance request including personal data related to the attendant electronic 



Application/Control Number: 10/042,485 Page 20 

Art Unit: 3629 

equipment from the attendant electronic equipment to the other attendant electronic 
equipment, and inputting the result of attendance authentication in accordance with 
the conference attendance request (DecisionRoom teaches creating a conference 
group); and 

attendance management means for preparing an attendance information file 
for managing the plurality of attendant electronic equipment attending a conference 
by using the personal data and the result of attendance authentication obtained by 
the input/output means, and preparing attendant equipment display information for 
displaying, as an icon, the personal data of each attendant electronic equipment 
managed as the attendance information file in accordance with the result of 
attendance authentication [DecisionRoom teaches authentication, SNMPc teaches 
monitoring user devices]. 

Regarding claim 17-20, as responded to earlier, (DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches capability wherein the attendance management 
means updates the contents of the attendance information file on the basis of 
attendance permission information or attendance non-permission information from 
the attendant electronic equipment having the authority as a chairman terminal 
having the information input/output unit, the authentication unit, the equipment 
management unit, the display unit and the proceedings control unit. 

means outputs the prepared attendant equipment display information to the 
attendant electronic equipment connected with the communication network [SNMPc]. 
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means to prepare attendant equipment display information which enables 
selection of icon displays of the other attendant electronic equipment permitted to 
attend the conference on the basis of the attendance permission information and 
which makes it impossible to select icon displays of the other attendant electronic 
equipment not permitted to attend the conference on the basis of the attendance 
non-permission information [SNMPc]. 

means to supply conference attendance requests including the personal data 
to request for attendance at the conference from the other attendant electronic 
equipment, and prepares attendant equipment display information for changing the 
display mode of icon displays on the basis of the attendance permission information 
from the chairman terminal in accordance with the conference attendance requests. 

Regarding claim 21, as responded to earlier, DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches capability wherein the attendance management 
means prepares attendant equipment display information including icon displays of 
the other attendant electronic equipment existing in the communication network, in a 
first screen area, and including icon displays of the other attendant electronic 
equipment existing outside the communication network, in a second screen area 
[SNMPc]. 



Regarding claim 22, as responded to earlier, DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches capability wherein the attendance management 
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means prepares attendant equipment display information for displaying location 
attribute information indicating the presence of each of the electronic equipment in 
the communication network, in the first screen area, and displaying location attribute 
information indicating the presence of each of the electronic equipment outside the 
communication network, in the second screen area. 

Regarding claim 23, as responded to earlier, DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches capability wherein the attendance management 
means prepares attendant equipment display information for changing the display 
mode of icon displays related to the other attendant electronic equipment which 
output conference leaving requests in response to input of the conference leaving 
requests to request for leaving the conference from the other attendant electronic 
equipment. 

Regarding claim 24, as best understood by examiner and as responded to 
earlier, DecisionRoom teaches an attendance authentication method for a 
conference management server connected with an output electronic equipment for 
presenting the contents of a presentation and a plurality of attendant electronic 
equipment via a communication network. 

DecisionRoom teasches attendant electronic equipment to include an 
information input/output unit for inputting and outputting information from and to the 
other attendant electronic equipment and the output electronic equipment via the 
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communication network, a presentation unit for presenting the contents of the 
presentation by using the output electronic equipment, a presentation contents 
browsing unit for browsing the contents of the presentation during a conference 
presented by the presentation unit of the other attendant electronic equipment using 
the output electronic equipment, an authentication unit for carrying out authentication 
of attendance of the other attendant electronic equipment at a conference, 

DecisonRoom does not explicitly teach an equipment management unit for 
managing the state of each electronic equipment connected to the communication 
network. However, Krishnaswamy teaches the concept of allowing users to manage 
more aspects of a network than previously possible and control network activities 
[Krishnaswamy, summary] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom as taught by Krishnaswamy to 
provide features of network management to users 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches capability wherein the electronic 
equipment can be located in at least two separate locations 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy does not explicitly teach a display unit 
for displaying, as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment with their 
attendance authenticated by the authentication unit and the electronic equipment 
managed by the equipment management unit. However, SNMPc a product by Castle 
Rock which was commercially available at the time of invention teaches the idea of a 
user device having capability of monitoring and managing network wherein remote 
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devices are displayed on the user device represented by an icon. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches 
as taught by SNMPc to provide pictorial view of the network status. 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches: 

capability to display as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment and the 
electronic equipment managed by the equipment management unit, wherein the other 
attendant electronic equipment icons are displayed to visually identify whether each 
respective attendant electronic equipment has been authenticated by the authentication 
unit and is currently available for use by a conference participant 

a proceedings control unit for controlling preparation of the proceedings by 
using the contents of the presentation presented by the presentation unit 
[DecisionRoom, page 26], 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches concept of: 

inputting a conference attendance request including personal data related to 
the attendant electronic equipment from the attendant electronic equipment 
(DecisionRoom teaches creating of groups); 

outputting the conference attendance request to the other attendant electronic 
equipment; 

inputting the result of attendance authentication in accordance with the 
conference attendance request; 

preparing an attendance information file for managing the plurality of 
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attendant electronic equipment attending a conference by using the personal data 
and the result of attendance authentication; and 

preparing attendant equipment display information for displaying, as an icon, 
the personal data of each attendant electronic equipment managed as the 
attendance information file in accordance with the result of attendance authentication 
[SNMPc]. 

Regarding claim 25, as responded to earlier, DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches capability wherein attendance permission 
information or attendance non-permission information from the attendant electronic 
equipment having the authority as a chairman terminal having the information 
input/output unit, the authentication unit, the equipment management unit, the 
display unit and the proceedings control unit is inputted, and 

the contents of the attendance information file are updated. 

Regarding claim 26, as responded to earlier, DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches capability wherein the prepared attendant 
equipment display information is outputted to the attendant electronic equipment 
connected with the communication network. 

Regarding claim 27, as responded to earlier, DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches capability wherein attendant equipment display 
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information which enables selection of icon displays of the other attendant electronic 
equipment permitted to attend the conference on the basis of the attendance 
permission information from the chairman terminal and which makes it impossible to 
select icon displays of the other attendant electronic equipment not permitted to 
attend the conference on the basis of the attendance non-permission information is 
prepared. 

Regarding claim 28, as responded to earlier, DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches capability wherein conference attendance 
requests including the personal data to request for attendance at the conference from 
the other attendant electronic equipment are inputted, and 

attendant equipment display information for changing the display mode of icon 
displays is prepared on the basis of the attendance permission information from the 
chairman terminal in accordance with the conference attendance requests. 

Regarding claim 29, as responded to earlier, DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches capability wherein attendant equipment display 
information including icon displays of the other attendant electronic equipment 
existing within the communication network, in a first screen area, and including icon 
displays of the other attendant electronic equipment existing outside the 
communication network, in a second screen area, is prepared. 
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Regarding claim 30, as responded to earlier, DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches capability wherein attendant equipment display 
information for displaying location attribute information indicating the presence within 
the communication network, in the first screen area, and displaying location attribute 
information indicating the presence outside the communication network, in the 
second screen area, is prepared. 

Regarding claim 31, as responded to earlier, DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches capability wherein conference leaving requests to 
request leaving the conference from the other attendant electronic equipment are 
input, and 

attendant equipment display information for changing the display mode of icon 
displays related to the other attendant electronic equipment which output conference 
leaving requests is prepared. 

Regarding claim 32, as best understood by examiner and as responded to 
earlier, DecisionRoom teaches an attendant electronic equipment operated by a 
user attending a conference for transmitting and/or receiving information via a 
communication network to and/or from a conference management server which is 
connected with an output electronic equipment for presenting the contents of a 
presentation and which transmits and/or receives information to and/or from the 
output electronic equipment via the communication network. DecisionRoom teaches 
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attendant electronic equipment to include an information input/output unit for 
inputting and outputting information from and to the other attendant electronic 
equipment and the output electronic equipment via the conference management 
server, a presentation unit for presenting the contents of the presentation by using 
the output electronic equipment, a presentation contents browsing unit for browsing 
the contents of the presentation during a conference presented by the presentation 
unit of the other attendant electronic equipment using the output electronic 
equipment, an authentication unit for carrying out authentication of attendance of the 
other electronic equipment at a conference. 

DecisonRoom does not explicitly teach an equipment management unit for 
managing the state of each electronic equipment connected to the communication 
network. However, Krishnaswamy teaches the concept of allowing users to manage 
more aspects of a network than previously possible and control network activities 
[Krishnaswamy, summary] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom as taught by Krishnaswamy to 
provide features of network management to users 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches capability wherein the electronic 
equipment can be located in at least two separate 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy does not explicitly teach a display unit 
for displaying, as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment with their 
attendance authenticated by the authentication unit and the electronic equipment 
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managed by the equipment management unit. However, SNMPc a product by Castle 
Rock which was commercially available at the time of invention teaches the idea of a 
user device having capability of monitoring and managing network wherein remote 
devices are displayed on the user device represented by an icon. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches 
as taught by SNMPc to provide pictorial view of the network status. 
DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches: 
capability to display as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment and the 
electronic equipment managed by the equipment management unit, wherein the other 
attendant electronic equipment icons are displayed to visually identify whether each 
respective attendant electronic equipment has been authenticated by the authentication 
unit and is currently available for use by a conference participant 

a proceedings control unit for controlling preparation of the proceedings by 
using the contents of the presentation presented by the presentation unit 
[DecisionRoom, page 26], 

concept wherein when the authority to be a chairman terminal is provided, 
the authentication unit obtains conference attendance requests including 
personal data related (applicant is claiming data as their invention) to the other 
attendant electronic equipment from the conference management server and 
prepares attendance permission information or attendance non-permission 
information for the other attendant electronic equipment in accordance with the 
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operation by the user based on the personal data. 

Regarding claim 33, as best understood by examiner and as responded to 
earlier, DecisionRoom teaches a network conferencing system having an output 
electronic equipment for presenting the contents of a presentation, a plurality of 
attendant electronic equipment operated by users attending a conference, and a 
conference management server connected with the output electronic equipment and 
the attendant electronic equipment so as to transmit and receive information to and 
from the output electronic equipment and the attendant electronic equipment via a 
communication network wherein in the network conferencing system, each of the 
attendant electronic equipment comprises an information input/output unit for 
inputting and outputting information from and to the other attendant electronic 
equipment and the output electronic equipment via the communication network, a 
presentation unit for presenting the contents of the presentation by using the output 
electronic equipment, a presentation contents browsing unit for browsing the 
contents of the presentation during a conference presented by the presentation of 
the other attendant electronic equipment using the output electronic equipment, an 
authentication unit for carrying out authentication of attendance of the other 
electronic equipment at a conference, 

DecisonRoom does not explicitly teach an equipment management unit for 
managing the state of each electronic equipment connected to the communication 
network. However, Krishnaswamy teaches the concept of allowing users to manage 
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more aspects of a network than previously possible and control network activities 
[Krishnaswamy, summary] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom as taught by Krishnaswamy to 
provide features of network management to users 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches capability wherein the electronic 
equipment can be located in at least two separate locations 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy does not explicitly teach a display unit 
for displaying, as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment with their 
attendance authenticated by the authentication unit and the electronic equipment 
managed by the equipment management unit. However, SNMPc a product by Castle 
Rock which was commercially available at the time of invention teaches the idea of a 
user device having capability of monitoring and managing network wherein remote 
devices are displayed on the user device represented by an icon. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches 
as taught by SNMPc to provide pictorial view of the network status. 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches: 

capability to display as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment and the 
electronic equipment managed by the equipment management unit, wherein the other 
attendant electronic equipment icons are displayed to visually identify whether each 
respective attendant electronic equipment has been authenticated by the authentication 
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unit and is currently available for use by a conference participant 

a proceedings control unit for controlling preparation of the proceedings by 

using the contents of the presentation presented by the presentation unit 

[DecisionRoom, page 26], 

concept wherein when the presentation unit transfers the contents of the 

presentation to the output electronic equipment or the attendant electronic 

equipment via the conference management server, the contents of the presentation 

and supplementary contents related to the contents of the presentation are displayed 

by the display unit. 

Regarding claim 34, as responded to earlier, DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches concept wherein the presentation unit transfers 
only the data related to the contents of the presentation to the output electronic 
equipment or the attendant electronic equipment. 

Regarding claim 35, as best understood by examiner and as responded to 
earlier, DecisionRoom teaches a presentation method for a network conferencing 
system having an output electronic equipment for presenting the contents of a 
presentation, a plurality of attendant electronic equipment operated by users 
attending a conference, and a conference management server connected with the 
output electronic equipment and the attendant electronic equipment so as to transmit 
and receive information to and from the output electronic equipment and the 
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attendant electronic equipment-via a communication network. 

DecisionRoom teaches attendant electronic equipment to include an 
information input/output unit for inputting and outputting information from and to the 
other attendant electronic equipment and the output electronic equipment via the 
communication network, a presentation unit for presenting the contents of the 
presentation by using the output electronic equipment, a presentation contents 
browsing unit for browsing the contents of the presentation during a conference 
presented by the presentation unit of the other attendant electronic equipment using 
the output electronic equipment, an authentication unit for carrying out. 
authentication of attendance of the other electronic equipment at a conference, 

DecisonRoom does not explicitly teach an equipment management unit for 
managing the state of each electronic equipment connected to the communication 
network. However, Krishnaswamy teaches the concept of allowing users to manage 
more aspects of a network than previously possible and control network activities 
[Krishnaswamy, summary] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom as taught by Krishnaswamy to 
provide features of network management to users. 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy does not explicitly teach a display unit 
for displaying, as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment with their 
attendance authenticated by the authentication unit and the electronic equipment 
managed by the equipment management unit. However, SNMPc a product by Castle 
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Rock which was commercially available at the time of invention teaches the idea of a 
user device having capability of monitoring and managing network wherein remote 
devices are displayed on the user device represented by an icon. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches 
as taught by SNMPc to provide pictorial view of the network status 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches capability wherein the electronic 
equipment can be located in at least two separate locations 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches a proceedings 
control unit for controlling preparation of the proceedings by using the contents of the 
presentation presented by the presentation unit [DecisionRoom, page 26], 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches: 

capability to display as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment and the 
electronic equipment managed by the equipment management unit, wherein the other 
attendant electronic equipment icons are displayed to visually identify whether each 
respective attendant electronic equipment has been authenticated by the authentication 
unit and is currently available for use by a conference participant 

a proceedings control unit for controlling preparation of the proceedings by 
using the contents of the presentation presented by the presentation unit 
[DecisionRoom, page 26], 

concept wherein when transferring the contents of the presentation to the 
output electronic equipment or the attendant electronic equipment via the conference 
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management server by the presentation unit, the contents of the presentation and 
supplementary contents related to the contents of the presentation are displayed by 
the display unit. 

Regarding claim 36, as responded to earlier, DecisionRoom in view of 
Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches concept wherein only the data related to the 
contents of the presentation is transferred to the output electronic equipment or the 
attendant electronic equipment. 

Regarding claim 37, as best understood by examiner and as responded to 
earlier, DecisionRoom teaches an attendant electronic equipment operated by a user 
attending a conference for transmitting and/or receiving information via a 
communication network to and/or from a conference management server which is 
connected with an output electronic equipment for presenting the contents of a 
presentation and which transmits and/or receives information to and/or from the 
output electronic equipment via the communication network. 

DecisionRoom teaches attendant electronic equipment to include an 
information input/output unit for inputting and outputting information from and to the 
other attendant electronic equipment and the output electronic equipment via the 
communication network, a presentation unit for presenting the contents of the 
presentation by using the output electronic equipment, a presentation contents browsing 
unit for browsing the contents of the presentation during a conference presented by 
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the presentation unit of the other attendant electronic equipment using the output 
electronic equipment, an authentication unit for carrying out authentication of 
attendance of the other electronic equipment at a conference, 

DecisonRoom does not explicitly teach an equipment management unit for 
managing the state of each electronic equipment connected to the communication 
network. However, Krishnaswamy teaches the concept of allowing users to manage 
more aspects of a network than previously possible and control network activities 
[Krishnaswamy, summary] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom as taught by Krishnaswamy to 
provide features of network management to users. 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy does not explicitly teach a display unit 
for displaying, as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment with their 
attendance authenticated by the authentication unit and the electronic equipment 
managed by the equipment management unit. However, SNMPc a product by Castle 
Rock which was commercially available at the time of invention teaches the idea of a 
user device having capability of monitoring and managing network wherein remote 
devices are displayed on the user device represented by an icon. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches 
as taught by SNMPc to provide pictorial view of the network status 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy teaches capability wherein the electronic 
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equipment can be located in at least two separate locations 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches: 
capability to display as icons, the other attendant electronic equipment and the 
electronic equipment managed by the equipment management unit, wherein the other 
attendant electronic equipment icons are displayed to visually identify whether each 
respective attendant electronic equipment has been authenticated by the authentication 
unit and is currently available for use by a conference participant 

a proceedings control unit for controlling preparation of the proceedings by 
using the contents of the presentation presented by the presentation unit 
[DecisionRoom, page 26], 

DecisionRoom in view of Krishnaswamy and SNMPc teaches concept wherein 
when the presentation unit transfers the contents of the presentation to the output 
electronic equipment or the attendant electronic equipment via the conference 
management server, the contents of the presentation and supplementary contents 
related to the contents of the presentation are displayed by the display unit. 
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Conclusion 



Applicant is required under 37 CRF '1.111 (c) to consider the references fully 
when responding to this office action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naresh Vig whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-6810. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 7:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
Art Unit 3629 



